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DISTRICT 7

Proudly Supports Robeson County 
High School Football Teams

FAIRMONT — The hotbed for some of the best athletes in recent years 
that is Fairmont High School became even wealthier late in the offseason 
when the Public Schools of Robeson County closed South Robeson, forc-
ing students to go to Fairmont, Lumberton and Purnell Swett.

In the short time since, rivals have become teammates. The former op-
ponents now share the same warm-up and drill lines, and the transition 
has been smooth, according to third-year Fairmont football coach Kevin 
Inman. The benefits of having more athletes to grace the practice field 
with the addition of nearly 10 varsity football players has bred confidence 
for the Golden Tornadoes.

“They are coachable kids and they work hard. They’re raising the level of 
competition and that’s what you want in a team. Our mindset isn’t, ‘This 
is our way, you better buy in.’ It’s, ‘This is our way because we’re a family,’” 
Inman said. “Our guys really bought in and are having a really great camp 
so far.”

Coming off a 5-7 season in 2018 that included Jordan Waters earning the 
county Heisman award, this year’s Fairmont team is perhaps more bal-
anced with a handful of role players from a year ago that were put into big 
positions now stepping into starting and key contributor roles.

Of those, the likes of senior Cameron Harrington, junior Kadeem Leonard 
and sophomore Derrick Baker will be expected to carry a heavier load this 
season on both sides of the ball. While Baker came on late in the year for 
the Golden Tornadoes last year running the ball, Harrington and Leonard 
bring two years of experience at Fairmont with them into the year.

“They’ve seen everybody in this conference. They’ve been in battles with 
Whiteville and South Columbus. They give us some leadership that is 
needed for this group,” Inman said. “We are going to be more truly bal-
anced and teams are going to have to play us honest. They’ve got to 
honor what we do and it’s all about getting our identity to set the tone 
offense.”

Harrington will serve as a bruising runner for the Golden Tornadoes, as 
well as a lead blocker for Baker and is coming off an offseason full of col-
lege attention, and earning his first offer from Davidson. Leonard returns 
as the second-leading pass catcher from a year ago, behind rising junior 
Jahkeem Moore.

All three will make up a linebacking group that will face off against disci-
pline, run-heavy offenses.

“The defense is coming together. We are becoming a unit,” Leonard said. 
“We want to stop the Wing-T. That’s all we play. If we stop the run, it will 
make the corners and stuff more comfortable and then they will be able 
to figure out when they are going to pass the ball.”

As far as newcomers entering the program, senior quarterback Tyler 
Locklear has entered into a quarterback position battle with sophomore 
Cameron Sweat. Both are currently tasked with picking up the pass-heavy 
Air Raid offensive scheme that George Coltharp, former Red Springs head 
coach, will implement.

“He gives a breath of fresh air in our passing game,” Inman said. “He 
looked at things that give us complications and helped us learn how to 
perfect it. Football, whether it’s Wing-T, pro, spread or Air Raid, one can 
complement the other. He’s been around Robeson County and it’s going 
to be complementary to our run game.”

Leonard said there has been a learning curve for the offense, but the 
group is picking up the system. Adding to that learning curve is adding a 
quarterback late that Leonard and Co. are working to get up to speed.

“We’re just trying to learn the system. It’s kind of tricky. That’s what I’m 
trying to help my teammates out learning the system,” Leonard said. 
“Once we learn the system, we’re going to be hard to stop.”

Up front, Christon Hunt, Ben Morgan will protect the offensive front, and 
South Robeson transfers Robert McCormick and Jamal White will anchor 
the trenches on defense.

Fairmont opens the season at Forest Hills before hosting Gray’s Creek in 
Week 2.

Jonathan Bym can be reached at 910-816-1977 
or by email at jbym@robesonian.com. 

Follow him on Twitter @Jonathan_Bym.

Fairmont seeing strength in numbers
Additions from South Robeson adds more balance to Golden Tornadoes
By Jonathan Bym
Sports editor
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1911 E. 5th Street - Lumberton
910-739-6492 • www.mandjgas.com

Serving Robeson and 
Surrounding areas for over 65 years

• 24 hour emergency service
• new propane tank installations

• propane cylinder refills 
• provides services for residential 

and commercial propane gas users.

1403 E. 5TH ST., 
LUMBERTON
(910) 739-5692

NEW AND USED 
FURNITURE & 
APPLIANCE 

WE BUY AND SELL ANYTHING

GOOD & CLEAN USED APPLIANCE

90 
DAY 
WARRANTY

BEDROOM

DINING 
ROOM

LIVING 
ROOM

STILL DOING BUSINESS THE “H.T.” WAY

Kadeem Leonard, Jr., 
TE/OLB

“I’m working on my read 
steps…and I’m going to 
have to translate it to 
the game.”

Cameron Harrington, 
Sr., ILB/FB

“I just got to be a better 
leader. Set a good ex-
ample and to get them 
where they need to be 
so we can win as many 
possible football games 
as we can.”

Jamearos McLeod, Sr., RB/LB

“I came in late last year so now I’m busting 
my tail off in the weight room. I had a per-
sonal trainer that has been helping me with 
my footwork and cutbacks.”

Fairmont’s players to watch

2019 Fairmont schedule
8/23 at Forest Hills 7:30 p.m.

8/30 GRAY’S CREEK 7:30 p.m.

9/13 at West Bladen* 7:30 p.m.

9/20 WEST COLUMBUS* 7:30 p.m.

9/27 at St. Pauls* 7:30 p.m.

10/4 WHITEVILLE* 7:30 p.m.

10/11 at East Bladen* 7:30 p.m.

10/18 at South Columbus* 7:30 p.m.

10/25 RED SPRINGS* 7:30 p.m.

11/1 at East Columbus* 7:30 p.m.

Home games in all caps

* Three Rivers contests

2018 results
Douglas Byrd — L, 38-28

Ashley — L, 45-43

West Bladen — W, 28-6

Whiteville — L, 46-6

East Bladen — L, 28-27

South Columbus — L, 61-26

Red Springs — W, 26-19

St. Pauls — L, 21-12

East Columbus — W, 36-16

South Robeson — W, 49-14

West Columbus — W, 44-0

Northeastern — L, 48-7
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Providing Exceptional Seafood 
& Service in Our Hometown

We offer choices of fried, broiled, and boiled seafood; delightful 
appetizers; crisp salads; mouth-watering sandwiches; a 

collection of non-seafood items such as our delicious BBQ ribs; and 
more for you, your family, and friends to choose from.

2401 East Elizabethtown Road | Lumberton, NC •  910-738-8555
Mon-Tues: Closed • Wed-Sat: 11am - 9pm • Sun: 11am - 8pm

LUMBERTON — The Lumberton football team is going through a rebirth 
now with massive turnover on both sides of the ball, but after the season 
the Pirates had a year ago, second-year coach Kelly Williamson said the 
change is for the better.

“I think we are 100% leaps and bounds where we were last year,” William-
son said. “I think it’s going to equate to these kids playing better. These 
kids have bought into the weight room and what we are doing at practice.”

The Pirates went 2-9 last year, with one win coming in conference play 
against Purnell Swett, and a non-conference win against West Brunswick. 
Two returners come back on defense from that team, and a wealth of 
athletes are back on offense for Lumberton as it takes on a brutal non-
conference slate before entering the always-tough Sandhills Athletic 
Conference.

Michael Todd and Tavian Pratt, two defensive linemen that will also be 
tasked with protecting the offense in the trenches, are the lone defensive 
returners. Todd has noticed a difference this offseason with the focus of 
the group.

“We are trying to work harder to get better every day. We’ve got young 
guys so we have to teach them their role. We can get better together as a 
team and win because we want to win,” Todd said.

The Lumberton secondary starts the season young with no players with 
varsity experience, but Williamson said he intends free safety Taft Powers 
and cornerback Jordan Williams to be strong points of the young group.

Lumberton’s defense allowed opponents to score 31 points a contest last 
year. No linebackers return for the Pirates after C.J. McCray transferred 
to Mallard Creek in early July. South Robeson arrival Tyler Davis and rising 
junior Keith Pittman will start at linebacker.

The Lumberton offense will be without its top offensive producer over the 
past four seasons in quarterback Braylan Grice and now it has a battle of 
players looking to take his position. Jadarion Chatman was Grice’s back-
up and filled in for him on occasion last year, and he has shared reps with 
rising sophomore Hayden Hickman.

“We both are going to work together. If he gets quarterback then I will go 
to wide receiver, or if I get quarterback he will do the same,” Chatman said. 
“We are working together as a team.”

If either steps out wide as a receiver, they would add to the nucleus the 
Pirates already have with Jordan McNeill and Payne Stone, among others. 
The Pirates also are loaded down with bodies to run the ball, but William-
son said that after the preseason scrimmages he will see where some 
players fall to on the depth chart.

“Running the ball, we’ve got four or five running backs,” Williamson said. “I 
don’t know what they can do but we will see. We’ve got three quarterbacks 
and none of them have started and played a whole varsity game.”

Junior Tazarie Butler is the only back with experience at the varsity level. 
He returns to Lumberton after spending the offseason with Purnell Swett, 
but said he is willing to fill whatever role is needed for the offense, includ-
ing going out to slot receiver at times.

“We know what we can do with our offense, it’s about leading our defense 
to help them become stronger,” Butler said. “I’m trying to lead on and help 
a little bit, now they are trying to play a role and they are helping me out so 
I can play slot.”

Lumberton hasn’t had a winning season in football since 2011, and Wil-
liamson said he sees the players looking to him to put a plan in that can 
stop the streak of below .500 seasons.

“They look for me to get them ready and for me to get something in place 
and establish something they can build on and have confidence in,” he 
said.

Lumberton opens the season at home against Terry Sanford.

Jonathan Bym can be reached at 910-816-1977 
or by email at jbym@robesonian.com. 

Follow him on Twitter @Jonathan_Bym.

By Jonathan Bym
Sports editor

Pirates enter 2019 with different attitude
Lumberton looks to build off 2-win season

Jonathan Bym | The Robesonian

Lumberton senior Michael Todd, second from left, fights off a block during practice. Todd will see a majority 
of snaps in the trenches on both sides of the ball this season.

Jonathan Bym | The Robesonian

Junior athlete Jadarion Chatman pitches the ball in a drill during a preseason 
practice. Chatman currently is one of three players competing for the starting 
quarterback position.

Jonathan Bym | The Robesonian

Kelly Williamson talks with his team after a practice. The Lumberton head 
coach enters his second season with the program that has turned the corner 
with its attitude.
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ROBESON PEDITRICS 
3001 N ELM STREET

LUMBERTON NC  910-674-4203
2800 North Elm St.

Lumberton, NC
910-671-0028

Let’s go,
pirates!

Jordan McNeill, Sr., WR

“I’m just trying to be a leader. It’s my 
senior year and I’m trying to get us 
on the winning side this year.”

Jadarion Chatman, Jr., ATH

“I’ve got to get more work on the 
weight room and come out here and 
show what I’ve got.”

Michael Todd, Sr., OT/DE

“I feel like we’re more of a team this 
year, we are more complete. I feel 
like on the defensive side we’ve got 
a couple seniors coming back and 
it’s going to open up a lot.”

lumberton’s player’s to watch

2019 lumberton schedule
8/23 TERRY SANFORD 7:30 p.m.

8/30 at Pine Forest 7:30 p.m.

9/6 CAPE FEAR 7:30 p.m.

9/13 LANEY 7:30 p.m.

9/27 HOKE* 7:30 p.m.

10/4 JACK BRITT* 7:30 p.m.

10/11 at Seventy-First* 7:30 p.m.

10/18 at Pinecrest* 7:30 p.m.

10/25 at Richmond* 7:30 p.m.

11/1 SCOTLAND* 7:30 p.m.

11/8 at Purnell Swett* 7:30 p.m.

2018 results
Dillon — L, 49-20

Westover — L, 26-25

South View — L, 53-49

West Brunswick — W, 22-5

Jack Britt — L, 15-14

Seventy-First — L, 42-7

Pinecrest — L, 26-14

Richmond — L, 49-7

Scotland — L, 49-0

Purnell Swett — W, 34-21

Hoke — L, 21-20
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Voted #1 
Golf Course 
in Robeson 

County 
Best 

Bermuda 
Greens in 

NC

Pinecrest 
Country Club 

110 Nigel Dr. 
Lumberton, NC 28360

18 holes 
Championship Course 

Call for tee time • 910-738-6541
Donald Ross, Dick Wilson Design

Public 
Welcome

PEMBROKE — Entering the season with 33 years of leadership experience 
on the gridiron, Purnell Swett interim coach Robbie Brown takes over as 
the head man for the first time in his career.

“It’s going to be a big change for me,” Brown said of the new role. “I’m put-
ting a lot of responsibility on the defensive (coaches) to take care of that 
side of the ball while I take care of the offense.”

On the heels of a 3-8 season, the Rams are left searching for a new 
identity, having lost the services of former head coach Jon Sherman and 
Chandler Brayboy, the reigning Robeson County Offensive Player of the 
Year award winner.

Assisting Brown in the transformation will be a trio of returners that made 
key contributions on their respective sides of the ball.

Austin Chavis, ranked No. 2 on the county’s preseason football top 15 list, 
is expected to be at the forefront of the plans for both offense and de-
fense.

The 6-foot-1, 230-pound athlete won’t be limited as Brown plans to use 
him in jet sweeps, screens, and even as a primary runner in the backfield.

On defense, Chavis returns as the Rams leader in tackles (83) and sacks 
(2.5). He says he and fellow seniors like James Brooks are ready to lead a 
veteran front that will set the tone for an otherwise inexperienced second 
and third level.

“Our linebackers and corners are all young, besides Ben (Brooks), and so 
we’re trying to get them more experience for this upcoming year,” he said. 
“And just being able to make sure that our linebackers are going to be 
able to fly to the ball when we need them to.”

As the elder statesmen of the secondary, Ben Brooks, will provide a simi-
lar leadership role for the Rams. He was a key cog at the corner position 
as a junior and is the only returner to have registered an interception.

On offense, Brooks will also be one of the more reliable hands to help ease 
attention away from Chavis. Last season, he was second — to Brayboy — 
among receivers with 15 receptions and two touchdowns.

Meanwhile, senior quarterback Micah Carter looks to spread the ball 
around to Chavis, Brooks and the rest of the Rams’ weapons coming off 
his best year as a passer. Carter leads all returning quarterbacks in the 
county with well over 1,000 yards through the air a year ago.

Overall, Brown says the group has one priority: take care of its home 
matchup against Pine Forest on Aug. 23 to kick off the season.

“If you win it, it gives you confidence takes you into the next week,” Brown 
said. “The first game is key, it always is to me.”

Donnell Coley can be reached at 910-816-1989 
or by email at dcoley@robesonian.com. 

Follow him on Twitter: @Sportsinmyveins.

By Donnell Coley
Staff writer

rams look to reload this season
Purnell Swett senior take over key roles

Jonathan Bym | The Robesonian

Austin Chavis, right, fights off a block during the preseason. The Purnell Swett 
senior defensive lineman will rarely leave the field, placing offense and defense.

Jonathan Bym | The Robesonian

Purnell Swett interim coach Robbie Brown, center, talks to the team after a 
preseason practice. Brown had served as an offensive assistant for the last three 
seasons at the school and now steps in to lead the program on an interim basis.

BARRY LOCKLEAR
Owner

t: 910.521.2827
f: 910.521.7491
e: Bdlocklear@msn.com

913A WEST 3RD ST
PEMBROKE, NC 28372
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Asher
Collection
LEATHER Sofa, Loveseat & 

Chair In 2 Stylish Colors

LEATHER Rocker Recliner
120494/120497

$498 Reg. $799.95
SAVE $301.95

Cream Leather Also Available

GENUINE
LEATHER
GENUINE
LEATHER Add Matching Loveseat 120493/96  $778

$798 Reg. $1299.95
SAVE $501.95

Sofa 120492/120495

+Discount taken off purchases of $1498 or more. Before tax and delivery. Offer good on regular prices, sale prices & even 
discontinued prices. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Excludes iComfort. Offer valid from 7/30 – 8/26, 2019 only.

$115
Celebrate

purchases of
$1498 or more+

Off

with an
EXTRA

 Year
Celebrate Our

YearYearYearYearYearYear
Shop

 You can
 NOW

 ONLINE
badcock.com

see website for re
str

ict
ion

s

Prices and offers effective 
July 30 - August 26, 2019

1950 N ROBERTS AVE 
LUMBERTON, NC 
910-738-3761

217 S POPLAR ST
ELIZABETHTOWN, NC
910-862-2439

RubyCream

Micah Carter, Sr., QB

“I just got to show everybody 
that I’m the best player on the 
field each and every day.”

James Brooks, Sr., DE

“I have to work hard, stay in 
the weight room and listen. 
Play as hard as I can and go 
100%.”

Austin Chavis, Sr., LB/TE

“We’ve been out here busting 
our tails. We lost one of our 
best players from last year and 
everybody’s got to work even 
harder.”

Purnell swett’s players to watch

Purnell swett 2019 schedule
8/23 PINE FOREST TBA

8/30 DILLON 7:30 p.m.

9/6 SOUTH VIEW 7:30 p.m.

9/20 at Hoggard 7 p.m.

9/27 at Richmond* 7:30 p.m.

10/4 SCOTLAND* 7:30 p.m.

10/11 at Pinecrest* 7:30 p.m.

10/18 JACK BRITT* 7:30 p.m.

10/25 SEVENTY-FIRST* 7:30 p.m.

11/1 at Hoke County* 7:30 p.m.

11/8 LUMBERTON* 7:30 p.m.

Home games in all caps
*Sandhills Athletic contest

2018 results
Pine Forest — L, 35-14

Ashley — W, 35-14

Douglas Byrd — W, 21-13

Scotland — L, 34-11

Pinecrest — L, 58-7

Jack Britt — L, 20-10

Seventy-First — L, 42-16

Hoke County — W, 28-27

Lumberton — L, 34-21

Northside-Jacksonville — L, 22-19

Richmond — L, 41-0
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115 W 3rd Ave, Red Springs, NC 28377

(910) 843-5150

Currie Insurance
& Realty

Proud Supporter of 

Go
Red Devils!

HOME OF THE
Red Devils

THE LAND OF THE 
red devils!

914 E 4th Ave, Red Springs, NC 28377
(910) 843-5168
Hours: Open today · 8:30AM–7PM

Baker Chevrolet Inc

RED SPRINGS — Red Springs senior tight end C.J. Newton wasn’t pleased 
with the unceremonious end to a 6-5 season that wasn’t enough to make 
the state playoffs.

“We’ve got to stay committed in the fourth quarter. Last year we had a lot 
of games that we just gave away,” Newton said ahead of the 2019 cam-
paign.

All five losses for Newton and the Red Devils came within a touchdown 
and the group held a lead in all but one of the setbacks. Overall, finishing 
was a recurring problem for the bunch as they dropped four of their last 
six games after starting the season 4-1.

Third-year Red Springs coach Lawrence Ches led the team to nine wins 
in his first season and says the step back last year had everything to do 
with inconsistent effort. He said that the coaching staff has relayed that 
message to the players the entire offseason and wants to leave no doubt 
about what it will take to get back to the playoffs.

Ches feels a key component to the late-game struggles had to do with 
endurance, something he’s also focusing his attention on this summer.

“That’s my No. 1 factor — 2A football, small team, a lot of kids going both 
ways. You got to be in tremendous condition,” he said.

Running back Lee McLean is an athlete rounding back to form after miss-
ing the entire season with a knee injury. As a sophomore, McLean sur-
passed the 1,500-yards mark and he says he’s eager to rejoin his team-
mates in his senior year in hopes of reversing the misfortunes he watched 
from the sideline.

Ches says he’s excited to have the 6-foot, 215-pounds workhorse back in 
action as it will help open the offense for its other dynamic playmakers.

Dual-threat quarterback Denym McKeithan proved he could be an impact 
player as a junior last year and is also excited to have his backfield buddy 
returning. McKeithan worked on his mechanics with a former signal caller 
at North Carolina Central University in the offseason and says he’s more 

prepared to pass from the pocket.

Right tackle Cameron Locklear and left guard Dixon McLean are the only 
leftovers from a powerful offensive line that helped McKeithan and Co. run 
effectively against opponents.

“They’re the best leaders on the team,” Ches said of the tandem manning 
the trenches.

“Honestly, if the skill positions are the body, the (offensive) line is the 
heart and brain. They have to be the most intelligent guys on the field and 
they have to have the most intestinal fortitude.”

According to Ches, the offensive line has been bombarded with “class-
room” time, that involves half-hour teaching sessions each day as they 
learn different schemes for both pass and run blocking.

Dixon McLean says the younger lineman are getting more hungry as the 
days go by and they are improving their stamina for when the real action 
begins later this month.

Meanwhile, on defense, Daylon Hall is expected to fill a gaping hole left in 
the middle of the formation by all-county linebacker Erney Revels. Hall 
transferred from St. Pauls in the offseason and has since packed on an 
additional 20 pounds that coaches and teammates hope will translate to 
creating a rugged identity for the defense.

“Daylon’s an animal. He’s got a look in his eye that says linebacker,” said 
Ches.

“The people he competes the most against are his best friends on the 
team. I love that. If you’ll go hard against your cousin, your brother or your 
best friend, he’s certainly gonna go hard against somebody from Fairmont 
or St. Pauls.”

Red Springs begins their grueling schedule on Aug. 23 when they travel 
to North Johnston in what will be the first of seven road matchups this 
season.

Donnell Coley can be reached at 910-816-1989 
or by email at dcoley@robesonian.com.

 Follow him on Twitter: @Sportsinmyveins.

Finishing a focal point for red devils
Red Springs to make amends for sour end to 2018
By Donnell Coley
Staff writer

Donnell Coley| The Robesonian

Red Springs coach Lawrence Ches directs his team during summer practice. The 
Red Devils look to return to the postseason after missing the state playoffs with a 
6-5 season.

The Robesonian file photo

Red Springs’ Denym McKeithan scampers past the Whiteville defense last season. 
McKeithan carries three years of varsity experience at quarterback into his senior 
season.
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PROUD SUPPORTER 
OF THE RED DEVILS!

OLDS / BUICK / GMC

926 EAST 4TH AVE
RED SPRINGS,NC
866-662-1260

Good Luck 
this season!!!

Red SpRingS 
Auto SAleS

923 East 4th avE.
REd spRings 

910.843.1301
On the LOt Financing!

GO 
RED DEVILS710 East 4th Ave.

Red Springs, NC
910.843.3646

good2gonc.com

Have a great 
season!

00
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93
65

Denym McKeithan, Sr., QB

“I worked with a quarterback 
coach that used to be at 
North Carolina Central, and 
he was showing me the right 
way.”

C.J. Newton, Sr., TE/LB

“I want everybody to play like 
it’s your last year. It’s mine 
and I’m trying to go all out.”

Lee McLean, Sr., RB

“It made me hungry (missing 
last year), especially since I 
know that I’m not going to be 
No. 1 (in the county) again.”

red springs’ players to watch

2019 red sPrings schedule
8/23 at North Johnston 7 p.m.

8/30 FOREST HILLS 7 p.m.

9/6 at West Bladen* 7:30 p.m.

9/13 at South Columbus* 7:30 p.m.

9/20 WEST BLADEN* 7:30 p.m.

9/27 EAST BLADEN* 7:30 p.m.

10/4 atEast Columbus* 7:30 p.m.

10/18 at Whiteville* 7:30 p.m.

10/25 at Fairmont* 7:30 p.m.

11/1 WEST COLUMBUS* 7:30 p.m.

11/8 at St. Pauls* 7:30 p.m.

Home games in all caps

*Three Rivers contest

2018 results
South Brunswick — W, 38-12

Vance County — W, 40-20

South Columbus —L, 32-28

East Columbus — W, 39-0

South Robeson —W, 55-6

Whiteville — L, 27-24

Fairmont — L, 26-19

East Bladen — L, 21-20

West Columbus — W, 43-18

St. Pauls — L, 7-0

West Bladen — W, 35-12
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First Bank
st. PaULs

301 WEST BROAD STREET | 910-865-4113

LOCaLFirstBank.COM Member FDIC

Let’s go 
BuLLdogs!

B O T T L I N G  V E N T U R E S

Go Fight! Go Win!
Go Bulldogs!

217 W Broad 
St. PaulS, NC 28384
910-865-4135

Monday - Friday 9aM - 6pM Saturday 9aM - 1pM

Move!
Get out the Way!

chaMps coMinG throuGh!
Go, Bull DoGs!

ST. PAULS — Senior running back Marqueise 

Coleman has a message for St. Pauls’ oppo-

nents on the football field this season.

“They said that we’ve got nobody but me, but 

I want to show them that it’s not just me on 

the field that’s working. The rest of my team is 

working too,” the most improved player in Robe-

son County from a year ago said.

Coleman was a vital part of the Bulldogs’ of-

fense in 2018 with more than 1,500 yards and 

20 touchdowns, but he said that there are oth-

ers on the offensive side of the ball for teams to 

worry about as well.

“With the wide receiver corps we got and the 

lineman we got, we should be straight,” Cole-

man said. “They’ve gotten bigger and stronger. 

We didn’t lose no lineman, except for one. We’ve 

got somebody bigger and a little better playing 

his spot.”

St. Pauls comes off an 8-4 season and a first-
round overtime playoff loss at Cummings, and 
welcomes back a host of receivers and offensive 
linemen on the offensive side with game experi-
ence to go around a sophomore quarterback 
Mikail Breeden, who has flashed his arm accu-
racy in the offseason.

St. Pauls’ receivers boast size and speed with 
the likes of 6-foot-4 target William Ford, Waltay 
Jackson with his three years of varsity experi-
ence and senior Jadakyss Glover-Graham.

The Bulldogs’ offensive front remains mostly 
intact from last year, with a focus on the weight 
room adding size and strength to the group that 
includes Caleb Oxendine, Bradley Gooden and 
Quamaree Smith.

With a youngster starting in such a big spot at 
quarterback surrounded by upperclassmen, 
coach Mike Setzer has seen the group pick him 
up, but it has been Coleman’s leadership that 
stands out the most.

“I see him in his ear all the time, patting him on 
the back. Mikail made a bad throw the other day 
and I saw him pick him up,” said Setzer now in 
his second year of his current stint in St. Pauls. 
“He’s been a good leader. It really helps a young 
quarterback to have that pressure taken off him 
with a running back like ‘Queise right beside 
him.”

On the other side of the ball, St. Pauls has a 
larger defensive front, something that Setzer 
said on occasion the team lacked last year as it 
hindered the Bulldogs from stopping opposing 
rushing attacks. The likes of Ethan Roberts and 
Erick Washington will be key pieces up front for 
the Bulldogs and Setzer said that Roberts also 
will be a big piece on offense serving as Cole-
man’s lead blocker.

“He was just the type of athlete that doesn’t 
need to come off the field,” Setzer said of 
Roberts. “It takes a special kind of human be-
ing to run iso and then turn around and play a 
three-technique inside the tackle. He can do it 
though.”

St. Pauls lost its top two tacklers at linebacker 
due to graduation in Keraun McCormick and 
Darone Rozier. With their combined 317 tack-
les, Setzer said now other players will step up 
to handle the load. He expects Jerrod Battle, 
Zarron Glover and Tayshaun Murphy to be those 

players at the second level.

“We didn’t replace them, they were out here. We 
just put them in a different number,” Setzer said. 
“Even though we replace those guys, we replace 
them with experience. That’s a big thing. They 
have a chip on their shoulder.”

Battle leads the team with 100 tackles and six 
tackles for loss as the best among the return-
ers. Senior defensive back Anthony Campbell 
had 81 tackles a year ago and will be a leader in 
the defensive backfield.

Last season Setzer said it helped his team see 
the results of the expectations that are levied 
to them. Now with what he called a “decent 
season” validated, Setzer said the staff have 
continued to push for more heading into the 
campaign. That starts with a week-by-week ap-
proach to help give the team more belief in itself 
and to stay humble in the process.

“Sometimes we had some teams that we didn’t 
believe we could beat them,” Setzer said. “It’s 
about finding ways to up the ante.”

“The goals this year is to keep the kids feet on 
the ground. We keep their feet on the ground, 
but also shoot for the stars at the same time. 
We have to be careful about being cocky. We 
need to have a more confident group, help them 
stay humble and let them know that we haven’t 
arrived yet.”

Jonathan Bym can be reached at 910-816-1977 
or by email at jbym@robesonian.com. 

Follow him on Twitter @Jonathan_Bym.

experience a major factor for st. Pauls
By Jonathan Bym
Sports editor

Jonathan Bym | The Robesonian

St. Pauls coach Mike Setzer talks with his linemen 
group during preseason practice. Setzer enters his 
second year in his second stint with the Bulldogs 
looking to improve off an 8-4 season.

Jonathan Bym | The Robesonian

Marqueise Coleman, the leading rusher last year in 
Robeson County, goes through a rope drill in prac-
tice. The St. Pauls senior said the offense is out to 
surprise people in 2019.

Jonathan Bym | The Robesonian

Lineman Caleb Oxendine, right, goes through drills 
at practice this preseason. Oxendine is expected to 
be a leader on the offensive line group this fall.
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Serving Robeson County for Over 40 Years

578 Farringdom St. • Lumberton, NC • 739-5751
123 North 2nd St • St. Pauls, NC • 865-2100

SERVING YOU AT TWO LOCATIONS

Dr. Damon Blackley, Dr. Lori Blackley, Dr. Woody Beck, 
Dr. Brooke Beck, Dr. Ryan Beck

Voted #1 by 
Robeson Living Magazine

Never A Fee For A 
CoNsultAtioN

Veteran Referrals, and 
Most Insurances Accepted.

Marqueise Cole-
man, Sr., RB

“I’m really trying to 
get to 2,000 rushing 
yards to make up 
some for my sopho-
more season when I 
got hurt.”

Anthony Campbell, 
Sr., DB

“I practice hard every 
day and come with a 
winning mindset in 
everything we do.”

Waltay Jackson, Jr., WR

“I just want to go out there 
and compete, compete, 
compete. Do better than I 
did last year.”

st. Pauls’ players to watch

2019 st. Pauls schedule
8/23 at North Edgecombe 7 p.m.

8/30 UNION PINES 7:30 p.m.

9/13 EAST COLUMBUS* 7:30 p.m.

9/27 FAIRMONT* 7:30 p.m.

10/4 at South Columbus* 7:30 p.m.

10/11 at West Columbus* 7:30 p.m.

10/18 EAST BLADEN* 7:30 p.m.

10/25 WEST BLADEN* 7:30 p.m.

11/1 at Whiteville* 7:30 p.m.

11/8 RED SPRINGS* 7:30 p.m.

Home games in all caps

*Three Rivers contest

2018 results
E.E Smith — W, 28-21

Union Pines — W, 27-20

East Columbus — W, 44-0

South Columbus — L, 49-17

West Columbus — W, 56-6

East Bladen — L, 35-24

West Bladen — W 62-20

Fairmont — W, 21-12

Whiteville — L, 36-22

Red Springs — W, 7-0

South Robeson —W, 53-6

Cummings — L, 35-34

319 W. BROAD STREET ST.PAULS, NC 28384

910-865-4105
www.mcneillmackiefuneralhome.com
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Full range of
ORTHO

care

Southeastern Orthopedics
4901 Dawn Drive, Suite 2300 

Lumberton, NC

(910) 738-1065  |  seorthopedics.org

Ortho Team supports 
local high schools

SeHealth provides national board certified and 
state licensed athletic trainers at each of the 
public high schools in Robeson County. The 

trainers are part of SeHealth’s Sports Medicine 
Program and work under the supervision of 

Orthopedic Surgeon Dr. Eric Breitbart of 
Southeastern Orthopedics and Pediatric 
Neurologist Dr. Natasha Acosta-Diaz of 

Southeastern Neurological Center.

Brendon Jonsson, 
MS, LAT, ATC

Matt Ferrell, 
MS, LAT, ATC 

Naomi Chang, 
MS, LAT, ATC, EMT

Christopher Chapman, 
LAT, ATC 

Myranda Hammonds, 
LAT, ATC 

Heather Cook, 
LAT, ATC

Eric Breitbart, 
MD

Natasha Acosta Diaz, 
MD


